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INTRCDUCTION

Southesast of Richmond, extending into the Cuesapeske Bzy, bounded
on the northeesst by the York River, on the Scuthwest by the Jeues River
is the Lower Peninsvule of Virginie. The underlying geological formetions
ere Recent and Queternsry in the esstern part and give way to0 Mioeene.ir
the West. Soils ere predominately sandy, mingling with cley and shell

merls™e At Yorktown, on the south shore of the York River, midwey between
Williemsbure snd Newport News, lies the Coloniel Netionel Historicel Park,

Rich as it is in Colonial history, it should deservedly have en equeally
interesting and diversified fund of netursl history. Siteuted in =
mild climate, & common meeting ground for meny northern and soutlern
species, end in close proximity to both fresh and szlt wster gives

rise to the ebundent end veried flors found on the mildly relling
terrein of this historic =xd hellowed ground,

It is not the purpose of this brief article to gc into detsail
over individuel species and it should be understood thet the eccompany-
inz species list is pot a comdlete tebuletion of the ares. It merely
represents the catual observation of the writer, suvplaried by & few
leisurely ond plessant welks over & period of two sessons end is more
of & beginning, an explgnetion of possibilities.,
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E. W. Erlonson, "Ihe Flore of the Perinsula of Virginisl P
the Michigen Acsdeny of Sczence, Lrts &né Letters, Iv, (192



EXPLANATION OF DATA

The scientific names included herein ere as given in
Grey's New Menuel of Boteny (Seventh Edition, New York
City, 1908)e Likewise the common nemes, except in instances
where none are given when the genus name (scientific) of the
comnon neame Of the genus ieg useds The families are erranged
in elphabetical order, also the genus-gpecies under each
fanily, starting with the gerus. fThe index of commni nsames
ie elso arranged elphebetically,

Shrubs have been omitted from the following list, also
the lichens, mosses end ferns. No ettempt was mesde to identify
the various and numerous grasses (Granined;‘)o
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Cor DISCUSSION

<

The question of most genersl inpterest seems to be the com=-

paraetive rarity of the verious species. Peradoxically, the lowly
and adiferous (Bymplocarpus faetidus (skunk cebbsge) is well af the
itop of the rarity 1list while that beautiful, exotic-zppeering® end
< ordinarély‘ rare orchid Cypripedium Acercle: (Pink Ladyslipper} acauls

abounds™ in the piney woods throughout the Parks Seversl other ~
members of the orchid family as well as the fresgrant Epiges repens = ..,
(Treiling Arbutus) eccur not too comnonlyé in secluded spots. '

Flower~-lovers cen be grateful for the policy of the Netional
Perk Service in regard to all florea. Never are they destroyed or
disturbed, but are allowed to remain in their nastursl hebitat for
the enjoyment of ell people for all time. Thus species such as .
the popular Treiling Arbutus (Epigea repens), eradicated in many
sections®, will be protected and allowed to multiply. %Xz%

Of romantic interest is the large number of escepes, those
plants originally cultiveted, which heve, with the passage of mneny
yeers, become more or less natureslizeds, The majority of these seem
to have originated in Europe, which is altogether natural considering
the surrourding sres was among the first to bg colonized. ZAmong
these plants is Redicule Nasturtium-squaticum” (Weter Cress) found
in meny springs throughout the Park. It is easy, when one of these
amall natural fountains is found, to conjure the picture of some long-
forgotten pioneer cerefully planting the first sprige for his own
sparse table. It is much the same when a mat of Vince miner (Peri- -
winkle), another escape'7 is discovered in same thicket; en obscured #i/'i¢"
grave-yard or house-site is sure to be nearby. 4mong other cammon
escapes is Nepeta hederacea (Ground Ivy), Verbascum Blattsria (M&th
Mullein), Féeniculum vulgsre (Fennel) and Muscari racemosum (Grape -~
““ Hyacinth) all originally from the Old Worlde The latter is described
&s a“rare emeepe® € however it abounds in the fields and roadsides o
of the Park ares, possibly due to its early estsblishment from Colonisel
gardens. Undoubteddy many escepes were estsblished due t0 the ime
portance of Yorktown as & principal Colonial pért, alsc in more recent
times by the similer activity of Newport News. 6 Indeed, the flora of
this sres lends & valusable note to the tracing and restoring of our

historic Coloniel heritegee iy
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2 J7.7K. Sue1ll.” Menusl of the Southeastern Flora (New York, 1983) 363,

3 Erlsnson, Op. cit., 135

4 Paul R. Merrimen, Flora of Richmond & Vicinity, Virginis Academy of
Science (Richmond, 1930) 193.

5 Smell, op. cit., 1005

6 Gray, New Manusl of Boteny (New York, 1908, 7th Ed.) 431.

7 Swell, op cit., 1060

8 Gray, op cit., 290




ACANTHACERE

s Ruellis ciliose

Kuellie strepens

ALISUECERE
o Alisme Geyeri
AARYLLIDACEAR
Hypoxis hirsuts
Zephyrenthes Atemasco
ANACARDIACELE
Rhus Toxicodendron
APCCYHACEAE
Vince minor
ARLCEAE
&rissems triphyllun
Symplocerpus foetidus
ARISTCOLOCHIACELE
dserun virginicum
ASCLEPIADACEAR

dsclepiss syrisace
Amclepias tuberossz

&sclepies variepste

ot
Lr

Ruellie
Ruellise

Weter Plantein

Star Grass
Atemasco Lily

Poison Ivy

Periwinkle

Jack~in-the~Pulpit

Skvnk Cabbage

Wild Gipger

Common Milkweed
Butterfly Wweed

Milkweed



BALSA/INACELE
£ Impstiens biflors
BERBERIDACEARE
Podophyllum peltatum
BIGIONIACELR
Bignonis capreolatsa
Tecome radicans
BORAGINACEAR
Myosotis scorpicides
Mertensia virginies
CANPATULACEAE
o Specularis biflors
CAPRIFOLIACELR
Lonicers jeponics
Triosteum perfolistum
CARYOPHYLLACEAE

Agrostemms Githago
Cerastium vulgstun
., Dianthus Armeris
~ 8ilene pennsylvenicsa
Stellaris medis

Jewelwead

Mandreake

Cross=vine
Trumpet Creeper

True Forget-me-not
Virginie Bluebells

Venus Looking-glass

Jepenese Honeysuckle
Wild Coffee

Corn Ceckle

Comnon Mouse-esreld Chickweed
Deptford Pink

Wild Pink

Comon Chickweed



- CEENQOPODIACEAE

Chenopodium slbum

CQMPOSITAE

Achilles Nillefolium

- &mbrosie trifids
-~ Anephalls margeritecea
~Arctium minus

In

Aster novse-anglise

Aster novi-belgii

Bidens frondosa

Bidens wvulgsata
Chrysaentheum Leucanthemun
Cirsium lanceolatum

““Hieracium paniculatum

Hierscium venosum

—Liatris squerrosa

Rudbeckis hirta
Senecio mureus

Senecio Robbinsii

Sclideego nemorslis
Tarexgcum officinele

CONVOLVULACEAE

Convolvus arvensis
Cuscuta obtusiflors

A Convolvus sepium

CRUCIFERAE

Capsella Burss-pastoris
Cerdemine bulboss

v Denteris heterophylla

Rediculs Nasturtium~sguaticum

Lembts Qusarters

Common Yarrow
Grest Ragweed
Pearly Everlasting
Burdock

Aster

Aster
Beggear-ticks
Beggar-ticks
Oxz~-eye Deisy

Bull Thistle
Hawkweed
Rattlesnske Weed
Blazing Star
Black-eyed Susan
Gelden Ragwort
Ekobbinst Golden Ragwort
Goldenrod

Dandelion

Field Bindweed
Dodder
Hedge Bindweed

Sheperds' Purse
Epring Cress
Toothwort
Weter Cress




Dipsscus sylvestris

Equisetum srvense

Chimaphile maculets
vy Chimaphils umbellets
Epigees repens
» Monotropa uniflors

Gentisne Andrewsii
“ gentisne crinits

Belamcanda chinensis
Iris eristete
Iris germanica
Iris verna
Iris versicolor
w Sisyrinchium gremineum

Ajuge reptans
Lenium amplexicaule
¥enthe spicsate
Nepete Cateris
Kepete bhedersces
Prunells vulgeris
Teucrium canadense

DIPSACAELE

EQUISETACEAE

ERICACEAE

GENTIANACELE

IRIDACEAE

LiBIATAE

Tessel

Common Horsetail

Spotted Wintergreen
Pipsissewa
Trailing Arbutus
Indien Pipe

Closed Gentien
Fringed Gertien

Blackberry Lily
Crested Dwarf Iris
Fleur-de=lis
Dwarf Iris

Larger Blue Flag
Blue~-eyed Greass

Bugle Weed

Henbit

Spearnint

Cetnip

Ground Ivy
Heelwall

imerican Germender



Deanodium censdense
Kedicszo sative
Trifeliuwn hybridum
Trifoliunm pretense
Trifolium repens

21lium cansdense

o Allium reticulstum

J

Hemerocsllis fulva
Lilium cansadense
Y¥edeols virginieans
Muscari racemosum
Orpithogslum umbellatum
Polygonatum biflorum
Smilecing racemosa

- Smilax glsucs

Snilax rotundifolia
Trillium grendiflorum

Hiviscus Moscheutos
Melve rotundifolie

Circeea lutetiene
Qenothersa biennis
Cenothers fruticoss

Cypripedium ecaule

“\ Hebenarie ciliaris

Liperis 1liliifolis
Orchis spectebilis

LEGULTINOSAE

LILTACEAE

MALVACEAR

ONAGRACEAE

ORCEIDACEAE

" Cypripedium perviflorium-pubescens
" Epipactis pubescens

Tick Trefoil
Alfelfe
Alsike Clover
Red Clover
¥White Clover

¥ild Garlie

Cnion

Common Dey Lily

Wild Yellow Lily
Indien Cycumber-root
Grape Hyacinth -
Star of Bethleham
Sclomont's Sesl

False solomon®s Seal
Saw Brier

Common Green Brier
Trillium

Swsmp Rose Mellow
Common Mellow

Enchanterts Nightshade
Evening Primrose
Sundrops

Pink Ledy's Slipper

Large Yellow Ledy's Slipper
Rattlesneke Plantain
Yellow Fringed Orchis
Tweyblade

Showy Orchis



OXALIDACEAE

Oxelis stricte
Oxelis viclaces

PAPAVERLACELZE
Papaver Rhoeas
Sanguinaris cansadensis

PHYTOLACCACEAE
Phytolecca decandre

PLENTAGINACEAR
Plentago lanceolata
Plantsgo msjor
Plantego Rugelii
Plentego virginice

POLYGONACEAE
Polygonum segittetum
Rumex Acetosells
Rumex erispus

RANUNCULACELE

" anemonella thalictroides

Aquilegis cenadensis
Celthe pelustris

Hepetics trilcbe
Ranunculus abortiwvus = -
Ranunculus acris’ ..
Renunculus recurvatus
Renunculus septentrionalis

Yellow Wood Sorrel
Tiolet ¥Wood Sorrel

Corn Poppy
Bloodroot

Common Poke

Rib Gress

Common Flantein
Rugelts Plantain
Hoery Plentein

Arrow=lesved Tear-thumb
Sheep "Sorrel
Yellow Dock

Rue Anemone

%¥1ild Columbine

Kersh Merigold
Eepatice

Swemp Buttercup
Small~flowered Crowfoot
Buttercup

Hooked Crowfoot



ROSACEAE

Fregeris virginians
Potentills censadensis

- Potentille pumile

RUBIACELAE
Galium Aperine

Houstonia ceeruls
Mitchelle repens

SCROFPHULARIACEAE

Gererdis setaces

~Linerias wvulgaris
- Pedieulsris canadensis

Verbascum Blettaris
Verbascum Thapsus
Veronica hedersefolis
Veronics officinelis

SOLANACEAE

Physalis alkekengi
Physalis lanceolste

SPLRGANTACEAR

Spargenium americanum~sndrocladum

STAPEYLEACELE

Staphylea trifolis

TYPHACEAE

Typhe latifelia

Strewberry
Cinguefoil
Cinguefoil

Goose Gress
Bluets
Pertridge Berry

Gererdia

Ramsted

Wood Betony

K¥oth Mullein

Comnon Mullein
Ivy~leaved Speedwell
Conmon Speedwell

Winter Cherry
Ground Cherry

Bur~reed

Anericsn Bladder-fut

Common Cat-tsil




THEBEEZLLIFERAR
Daucus Cerots
Foeniculum vulgare
VIRBLACEAE
Vicla lenceolsts
Viocla Refinesquii
VITACEAE

Psederea guinguefolis

Carrot
Fennel

Lance-leaved Violet
Wild pansy

Virginis Creeper
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